
Black History Month 
  “ Who Am I”



                          Who Am I ?

● For 33 years I was the oldest queen as I withstood male 
rivals after my father appointed me heiress to the 
throne.

● I was the leader of the world’s leading nation of the 
time. 

● To increase my popularity I had spectacular temples 
and pyramids erected, many of which still stand today.



Hatshepsut The Ablest Queen of Far Antiquity 
(1503-1482 BC)

● For 33 years, Hatshepsut was the 
oldest Queen, as she withstood male 
rivals after her father appointed her 
heiress to the throne.

● She was the leader of the world’s 
leading nation of the time. 

● To increase her popularity she had 
spectacular temples and pyramids 
erected, many of which still stand 
today.



                          Who Am I ?

● I have won 28 Grammys, dabbled in acting, produced and 
launched an activewear collection called “Ivy Park.”

● I was once a part of two all-girls groups. One of which 
was called “Girls Tyme.” 

● The majority of my vocal training included running on a 
treadmill while singing.

● I was the first Black woman to headline Coachella in 
2018.



             Beyoncé Knowles Carter
                Sept 4,1981-Present
● Beyoncé won 28 Grammys, dabbled 

in acting, produced and launched an 
activewear collection.

● She was once apart of two all girl 
groups. One of which was called 
“Girls Tyme.” 

● The majority of her vocal training 
included running on a treadmill while 
singing.

● Beyoncé was the first Black woman 
to headline Coachella in 2018.



                          Who Am I ?

● I am regarded as one of the greatest generals of all 
time.

● My army and I conquered significant portions of Spain 
and Italy while coming close to defeating the Roman 
Empire.

● For more than 2000 years, I have been recognized for 
eliminating a much larger Roman force while seemingly 
being trapped.

●



Hannibal Ruler of Carthage                         
(247-183 BC)

• Regarded as one of the greatest 
generals of all time.

• Hannibal and his army conquered 
significant portions of Spain and Italy 
while coming close to defeating the 
Roman Empire.

• For more than 2000 years, Hannibal 
has been recognized for destroying a 
much larger Roman force while 
seemingly being trapped.



• I am a comedian, writer, director, and producer who created both 
comedy and horror films to address popular culture and social issues, 
especially race relations.

• My breakout role was in a Fox sketch comedy called “MAD TV.”

• I am the first African American to win the Oscar for “Best Original 
Screenplay.”

• The inspiration for one of my biggest films “Get Out” was inspired by an 
Eddie Murphy stand-up performance I saw as a young comedian.

• I am married to a “Brooklyn Nine-Nine” actress Chelsea Peretti and we 
have a son.

   Who Am I ?



Jordan Peele
February 21, 1979-Present

• Jordan Peele is an American Comedian, writer, director, and producer 
who created both comedy and horror films to address popular culture 
and social issues. Especially race relations.

• Jordan’s breakout role was in a Fox sketch comedy called “MAD TV”

• Jordan is the first African American to win the Oscar for “Best Original 
Screenplay”

• The inspiration for one of his biggest films “Get Out” was inspired by 
an Eddie Murphy stand-up performance he saw as a young comedian.

• Jordan is married to a “Brooklyn Nine-Nine” actress Chelsea Peretti 
and have a son.



                          Who Am I ?

● I am the most famous of seven matriarchs 
to bear this name.

● I rose to the throne at 17 years old

● In a quest to elevate Kemet (Egypt) to 
world supremacy, I enlisted two Roman 
leaders—Julius Caesar and Mark Antony.



Cleopatra VII Queen of Kemet (Egypt)          
(69-30 BC)

● She is the most famous of seven 
matriarchs to bear the name.

● Cleopatra rose to the throne at 
17 years old.

● In a quest to elevate Kemet 
(Egypt) to world supremacy, 
she enlisted two Roman 
leaders—Julius Caesar and Mark 
Antony.



Who Am I?

• As of 2021, my net worth was over $1 billion, making me 
the richest female musician in the world.

• I was born and raised in Saint Michael, Barbados.
• I had a child with rapper A$AP Rocky.
• I won the 2017 Harvard Humanitarian Award for my 

dedication to charitable work and services.
• I started my own beauty line called Fenty Beauty.



Robyn Rihanna Fenty
February 20, 1988-Present

• As of 2021, Rihanna’s net worth was over $1 
billion, making her the richest female musician in 
the world.

• She was born and raised in Saint Michael, 
Barbados, even though she is famous in the United 
States.

• She had her first child with rapper A$AP Rocky in 
2022.

• She won the 2017 Harvard Humanitarian Award for 
my dedication to charitable work and services.

• Rihanna started her own beauty line called Fenty 
Beauty



                          Who Am I ?

● I was the King of Nubia from 710 to 664 BC.

● At the age of 16 years old, I led my armies against the 
invading Assyrians in defense of my ally, Israel.

● During my 25-year reign, I controlled the largest empire 
in ancient Africa.

● The numbers and majesty of my building projects were 
legendary, with the greatest being the temple at Gebel 
Barkal in Sudan.



Taharqa King of Nubia                               
(710-664 BC)

● King of Nubia from 710 to 664 BC.

● At the age of 17 years old, the King of 
Nubia led his armies against the invading 
Assyrians in defense of his ally, Israel.

● During his 25-year reign, Taharqa 
controlled the largest empire in ancient 
Africa.

● The numbers and majesty of his building 
projects were legendary, with the 
greatest being the temple at Gebel 
Barkal in Sudan.



• I was born in Holly Springs, Mississippi.
• I am a feminist activist who led an anti-lynching crusade 
in the United States in the 1890s.

• In 1896, I founded the National Association of Colored 
Women.

• One of the co-founders of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People. 

• I was freed by the Emancipation Proclamation.
• I fought for Women's Suffrage.

   Who Am I ?



Who Am I
Ida B. Wells 
1862-1931

• Ida B. Wells was born in Holly Springs, Mississippi.
• She was a feminist activist who led an 

anti-lynching crusade in the United States in the 
1890s.

• In 1896,Ida founded the National Association of 
Colored Women.

• She was one of the co-founders of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People. 

• Ida was freed by the Emancipation Proclamation.
• She fought for Women's Suffrage.



                          Who Am I ?

● I was one of the great women rulers of Africa.

● I was an astute diplomat and an excellent military 
leader.

● After settling disputes and waging long wars, I allied my 
nation with the Dutch, marking the first 
African-European alliance against a European 
oppressor.

● I resisted Portuguese invasion and slave raids for 30 
years.



Nzingha—Amazon Queen of Matambo        
(1582-1663)

● Nzingha is one of the great women rulers 
of Africa.

● Nzingha was an astute diplomat and an 
excellent military leader.

● After settling disputes and waging long 
wars, Nzingha allied her nation with the 
Dutch, marking the first 
African-European alliance against a 
European oppressor.

● Nzingha resisted Portuguese invasion and 
slave raids for 30 years.



• I was born in Atlanta, Texas.
• I was the first licensed African American woman pilot in 
the world.

• I was the first African American woman to stage a public 
flight in America.

• I paved the way for a new generation of diverse fliers that 
include the Tuskegee Airmen, Blackbirds, and Flying 
Hobos.

• I was a pioneer for women in the field of aviation.

   Who Am I ?



Who Am I?
Bessie Coleman

1892-1926

• Bessie Coleman was born in Atlanta, Texas.
• She was the first licensed African American 

women pilot in the world.
• Bessie was the first African American woman to 

stage a public flight in America.
• She paved the way for a new generation of 

diverse fliers that include  the Tuskegee Airmen, 
Blackbirds, and Flying Hobos.

• Bessie was a pioneer for women in the field of 
aviation.



Black History Month 
  “ Who Am I”



Who Am I?

• I was born in Joplin, Missouri. 
• My work helped shape American Literature and 
politics. 

• I published my first book of poems “ The Weary 
Blues” in 1926.

• I was an important figure in the Harlem 
Renaissance due to my contributions.



Who Am I
Langston Hughes 

1902-1967
• Langston Hughes was born in Joplin, 

Missouri. 
• Langston's work helped shaped American 

Literature and politics. 
• Langston published, “The Weary Blues” 

my first book of poetry in 1926.
• He was an important figure in the Harlem 

Renaissance due to his contributions.



                          Who Am I ?

● I was the ninth Mansa of the Mali Empire, one of the 
most powerful West African states.

● I distinguished myself as a man who did everything on a 
grand scale.

● I was a scholar and imported noteworthy artists to 
heighten the cultural awareness of his people.

● After leading a successful pilgrimage across the Sahara, 
I won international prestige for Mali as one of the 
world’s largest and wealthiest empires.



Mansa Kankan Musa King of Mali             
(1306-1337)

● Musa Keita I (c. 1280 – c. 1337), or Mansa 
Musa, was the ninth Mansa of the Mali 
Empire, one of the most powerful West 
African states.

● Mansa Musa distinguished himself as a man 
who did everything on a grand scale.

● He was a scholar and imported noteworthy 
artists to heighten the cultural awareness 
of his people.

● After leading a successful pilgrimage 
across the Sahara, he won international 
prestige for Mali as one of the world’s 
largest and wealthiest empires.



Who Am I? 

• I created AAADT and its affiliated Ailey School as havens for 
nurturing Black artists and expressing the universality of the 
African American experience through dance.

• I was born in Rogers, Texas during the height of the Great 
Depression and was barred from interacting with the regular part 
of society despite my talent that exceeded my white counterparts.

• My first experience with dance was when I saw the Katherine 
Dunham Dance Company perform at the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
Auditorium.

• I took over the Horton’s School of dance as the artistic director 
and choreographer ,after my mentor Horton died suddenly from a 
heart attack.



Who Am I
Alvin  Ailey
1931-1989

• Ailey created AAADT and its affiliated Ailey School as havens 
for nurturing Black artists and expressing the universality of 
the African American experience through dance.

• Ailey was born in Rogers, Texas during the height of the 
Great Depression and was barred from interacting with the 
regular part of society despite my talent that exceeded my 
white counterparts.

• His first experience with dance was when he saw the 
Katherine Dunham Dance Company perform at the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic Auditorium.

• He took over the Horton’s School of dance as the artistic 
director and choreographer ,after his mentor Horton died 
suddenly from a heart attack.



                          Who Am I ?

● I was married to the King of Zululand.

● I gave him a son, Shaka, but was banished 
because the king’s other wives were jealous.

● I made many sacrifices for my son and raised 
Shaka as royalty.

● Today, Zulu people use my name to refer to a 
woman of high esteem.



Nandi Queen of Zululand                
(1778-1826 AD)

● Nandi was married to the King of 
Zululand.

● Nandi gave him a son, Shaka, but 
was banished because the king’s 
other wives were jealous.

● Nandi made many sacrifices for her 
son and raised Shaka as royalty.

● Today, the Zulu people use her 
name to refer to a woman of high 
esteem.



Who Am I? 

• I was born in Cairo, Georgia to a family of sharecroppers.
• I was named to the All-American football team.
• I enlisted in the U.S Army due to financial difficulties and 
left college.

• I was the first to break the Major League Baseball color 
barrier that segregated the sport for more than 50 years.

• I was elected into the Hall of Fame the first year of my 
eligibility.

• My life and legacy will be remembered as one of the 
most important in American history.



Who Am I?
Jackie Robinson

1919-1972 

• Robinson was born in Cairo, Georgia to a family 
of sharecroppers.

• Robinson was named to the All-American football 
team.

• He enlisted in the U.S Army due to financial 
difficulties and left college.

• He was the first to break the Major League 
Baseball color barrier that segregated the sport 
for more than 50 years.

• Robinson was elected into the Hall of Fame the 
first year of his eligibility.

• His life and legacy is remembered as one of the 
most important in American history.



                          Who Am I ?

● Through careful management of gold trade across 
the Sahara, my empire flourished economically, 
yet my greatest strength was in government

● I listened to my people and provided justice for 
all of them.

● My principles of democratic monarchy and 
religious tolerance make me one of the great 
models of African rule.



Tenkamenin King of Ghana                
(1037-1075 AD)

● Through careful management of 
gold trade across the Sahara, the 
Tenkamenin empire flourished 
economically, yet his greatest 
strength was in government.

● He listened to his people and 
provided justice for all of them.

● His principles of democratic 
monarchy and religious tolerance 
made him one of the great 
models of African rule.



Who Am I?

• Currently a professor at Stanford University.

• I am a Psychologist by trade.

• I have lead the charge working to identify racial bias in 
criminal justice and post secondary education amongst 
minority therapist.

• I received the MacArthur Fellowship Award.



Dr. Jennifer L. Eberhardt
1965-Present

• I am currently a professor at Stanford 
University.

• I am a Psychologist by trade.

• I have lead the charge working to identify 
racial bias in criminal justice and post 
secondary education amongst minority 
therapist.

• I received the MacArthur Fellowship Award.



                          Who Am I ?

● I am brilliant military strategist who fought 
many wars and won them all.

● I am credited with building the famous Zaria 
wall.

● I am remembered today as “Amina, Yar 
Bakwa ta san rana,” meaning “Amina, 
daughter of Nikatau, a woman as capable as 
a man.”



Queen Amina of Zaria                         
(1533-1610)

● She was a brilliant military 
strategist, fought many wars, 
and won them all.

● Amina is credited with building 
the famous Zaria wall.

● She is remembered today as 
“Amina, Yar Bakwa ta san rana,” 
meaning “Amina, daughter of 
Nikatau, a woman as capable as 
a man.”



Who Am I ?

• I was born on April 4 1928, in St. Louis, Missouri.
• I received several honors throughout my career, including two 
NAACP Image Awards in the outstanding literary work 
(nonfiction) category, in 2005 and 2009. 

• I was the first Black female cable car conductor.
• I recited one of my poems at President Bill Clinton's 1993 
inaugural ceremony.

• I have the first non-fiction bestseller by an African American 
woman.



Who Am I?
Maya Angelou

1928-2014 

• Angelou was born on April 4 ,1928, in St. Louis, 
Missouri.

• She received several honors throughout her career, 
including two NAACP Image Awards in the 
outstanding literary work (non-fiction) category, in 
2005 and 2009. 

• She was the first black female cable car conductor.
• She recited one of my poems at President Bill 

Clinton's 1993 inaugural ceremony.
• Angelou have the first nonfiction bestseller by an 

African American woman.



                          Who Am I ?

● I am hailed as one of the greatest monarchs 
of the Congo.

● I had no greater desire than to preserve 
peace.

● I was also known for promoting arts and 
crafts, and for designing a complex and 
extremely democratic form of government, 
which represented all Bushongo people.



Shamba Bolongongo African King of Peace 
(1600-1620)

● He was hailed as one of the 
greatest monarchs of the Congo.

● King Shamba had no greater 
desire than to preserve peace.

● Shamba was also known for 
promoting arts and crafts, and 
for designing a complex and 
extremely democratic form of 
government, which represented 
all Bushongo people.



Black History Month 
  “ Who Am I”



                          Who Am I ?

• I was born in Kosciusko, Mississippi.
• My neighborhood was very poor and I was raised by a very young 
single mother.

• I could read and write before I was three years old.
• I met President Richard Nixon.
• I attended Tennessee State University and studied Speech 
Communications and Performing Arts.

• I was the first African American to host my own talk show.



Who am I?
Oprah Winfrey 
1954-Present

• Winfrey was born in Kosciusko, Mississippi.
• Her neighborhood was very poor and she was raised by a very
  young single mother.
• Winfrey could read and write before I was three years old.
• She met President Richard Nixon.
• Winfrey attended Tennessee State University and studied 
Speech Communications and Performing Arts.

• She was the first African American to host my own talk show.



                          Who Am I ?

● I was heralded as the Queen who wed for 
peace.

● While my marriage to King Ramses II of 
Kemet (Egypt) began as a political move to 
share powers, it grew into one of the 
greatest royal love affairs in history and 
ended the 100-year war between Nubia and 
Kemet (Egypt).



Nefertari Nubian Queen of Kemet (Egypt) 
(192-1225 BC)

● Nefertari was heralded as the 
Queen who wed for peace.

● While her marriage to King 
Ramses II of Kemet (Egypt) 
began as a political move to 
share powers, it grew into one of 
the greatest royal love affairs in 
history and ended the 100-year 
war between Nubia and Kemet 
(Egypt).



Who Am I?

• I was born in Honolulu, Hawaii.
• I practiced civil rights law at the University of Chicago Law 
School. 

• I was the first Black president of the Harvard Review. 
• I wrote my first book “Dreams to My Father” in 1995.
• I was a U.S. Senator.
• I was named Time Magazine’s “Person of the Year” in 2008.
• I was sworn in as the 44th President of the United States.                       



Who Am I?
Barack Obama
1961-Present

• Obama was born in Honolulu, Hawaii.
• He practiced civil rights law at the University of 

Chicago Law School.
• He was the first Black president of the Harvard 

Review. 
• He wrote his first book “Dreams to My Father” in 

1995.
• Obama was a U.S. Senator.
• He was named Time Magazine’s “Person of the 

Year” in 2008.
• He was sworn in as the 44th President of the 

United States.



                          Who Am I ?

● I built the largest most powerful empire in 
West Africa during my 28-year reign.

● With a remarkable army, I won many 
battles, conquered many lands, seized 
trade routes and took villages to build the 
Songhay empire into a major center of 
commerce, culture and Moslem 
scholarship.



Sunni Ali Ber King of Songhai                    
(circa 1442-1492)

● Sunni Ali Ber built the largest 
most powerful empire in West 
Africa during his 28-year reign.

● With a remarkable army, he won 
many battles, conquered many 
lands, seized trade routes and 
took villages to build the 
Songhay empire into a major 
center of commerce, culture and 
Moslem scholarship



  Who Am I?

● I became the first African American to direct, write, score 
and co-produce a major Hollywood film with 1969's The 
Learning Tree. 

● I was a Songwriter, Photographer, Director, Pianist
● I also wrote the screenplay for and directed the movie, 

Shaft.
● During my career, I worked freelance for Vogue. 
● I worked for LIFE magazine for 20 years and photographed 

the likes of Muhammed Ali, Malcolm X, and Stokely 
Carmichael.



                       Gordon Parks 
                         1912-2006

● Parks became the first African American to 
direct, write, score and co-produce a major 
Hollywood film with 1969's The Learning 
Tree. 

● He was a Songwriter, Photographer, 
Director, Pianist

● He also wrote the screenplay for and 
directed the movie, Shaft.

● During his career, he worked freelance for 
Vogue. 

● He also worked for LIFE magazine for 20 
years and photographed the likes of 
Muhammed Ali, Malcolm X, and Stokely 
Carmichael.



                          Who Am I ?

● I was one of Zimbabwe’s youngest and most 
influential religious leaders.

● I declared war when the English invaded my 
country.

● I was captured and executed for ordering the 
killing of a cruel Native Commander.

● I remain the single most important person in the 
modern history of Zimbabwe.



Nehanda of Zimbabwe                               
(1862-1898)

● Nehanda was one of Zimbabwe’s 
youngest and most influential 
religious leaders.

● She declared war when the English 
invaded her country.

● She was captured and executed for 
ordering the killing of a cruel 
Native Commander.

● She remains the single most 
important person in the modern 
history of Zimbabwe.



                         Who Am I ?

● I am a former French competitive figure skater.
● I am a three-time World silver medalist, a five-time 

European champion, the 1991 World Junior Champion, 
and a nine-time French National Champion.

● I performed in the 1998 Olympics and executed a 
perfect, one-footed backflip. This amazing stunt was 
banned and deemed illegal in all Olympic shows after 
the dangerous stunt was performed. 



                         Surya Bonaly 
                              1973-Present

● Bonaly is a former French competitive 
figure skater.

● She is a three-time World silver medalist, 
a five-time European champion, the 1991 
World Junior Champion, and a nine-time 
French national champion.

● She performed in the 1998 Olympics and 
executed a perfect, one-footed backflip. 
This amazing stunt was banned and 
deemed illegal in all Olympic shows after 
the dangerous stunt was performed. 



                          Who Am I ?

● I joined together several independent 
kingdoms that were often at odds with each 
other, into one strong stable empire known 
as the United States of Abyssinia (Ethiopia).

● A stunning victory over Italy in the Battle of 
Adwa in defense of my own country, placed 
me among the great world leaders in 
history.



Menelik II King of Kings of Abyssinia          
(1844-1913)

● Menelik joined together several 
independent kingdoms that 
were often at odds with each 
other into one strong stable 
empire known as the United 
States of Abyssinia (Ethiopia).

● A stunning victory over Italy in 
the Battle of Adwa in defense 
of his own country, placed him 
among the great world leaders 
in history.



                          Who Am I ?

● I entered the NBA straight from high school and played my entire 
20-season professional career with the Los Angeles Lakers. 

● I won five NBA championships, was an 18-time All-Star, 15-time 
member of the All-NBA Team, 12-time member of the 
All-Defensive Team, was named the 2008 NBA Most Valuable 
Player (MVP), and was a two-time NBA Finals MVP winner.

● At the 2008 and 2012 Summer Olympics, I won two gold medals 
as a member of the U.S. national team.

● At 34 years old, I became the youngest player in league history 
to reach 30,000 career points.



                          Kobe Bryant
                           1978-2020

● Bryant entered the NBA straight from high 
school and played his entire 20 season 
professional career with the Los Angeles 
Lakers. 

● He won five NBA championships, was an 
18-time All-Star, 15-time member of the 
All-NBA Team, 12-time member of the 
All-Defensive Team, was named the 2008 
NBA Most Valuable Player (MVP), and was a 
two-time NBA Finals MVP winner.

● At the 2008 and 2012 Summer Olympics, he 
won two gold medals as a member of the 
U.S. national team.

● At 34 years old, Bryant became the youngest 
player in league history to reach 30,000 
career points.


